RIGHT   HONOURABLE   GENTLEMEN
or glowing promise, and life again is fit to be lived by
adult men and women.
The compassion I feel is no insolent emotion of
presumptuous patronage. Intensely he desired " Peace
for our time," but when it could only have been bought
at the cost of the last shred of British honour, he did
not shrink from the dark path of duty. Critics to-
morrow will point to certain of his actions and say
"This or that was a cardinal mistake. After that par-
ticular point either war with Germany or surrender
to her demands became for Britain the inevitable
dilemma," and so on. They may contend that Hitler,
after meeting Chamberlain, was disastrously con-
vinced that Britain would never stand in his path till
he was so powerful that he could blackmail her to his
heart's content. They may be right or they may be
wrong. But these and kindred comments are to-day
irrelevant. What matters is that at the end Chamber-
lain has sounded the doom of Nazidom. No other
way is now open to us save this great and dangerous
crusade. Chamberlain has led us into it: for that we
are grateful and compassionate-
Why is sorrowful sympathy appropriate? You will
understand if you read these words spoken in the
House of Commons almost in a whisper by a man pale
with toil and grief. A few minutes before the " Raiders
Passed" signal had sounded after our first air raid
alarm. The time was noon of Sunday, 3rd September :
"This is a sad day for all of us, and to none is it
sadder than to me. Everything that I have worked
for, everything that I have hoped for, everything that
I have believed in during my public life, has crashed
into ruins. There is only one thing left for me to do;
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